
 

 

Consider the word, “unfairly”. Here it is in a sentence:  
 

 

They won the game unfairly. 
 
 
 
 

 

So, you can say that “unfairly” is an adverb, 
but that is only part of the story. 



The word, “unfairly,” actually has a prefix, a 
root word, and a suffix: 
 

un fair ly 

Prefixes can be added 
to the front of a word to 
change its meaning.  

Root words are just 
the words without 
anything added to the 
beginning or the end. 

Suffixes can be added 
to the end of a word to 
change its meaning. 

 

If we just used the word, “fair,” then it would 
be more difficult to explain what we want: 
 

They won the game, but their 
victory was not fair. 



So, adding prefixes and suffixes allows us to 
say more, using less words.  
 
This is because prefixes and suffixes add 
meaning:  
 

un fair ly 

The prefix, “un,” is like 
saying “not”.  

The root word, “fair,” 
means that the rules 
were followed, and 
there was no cheating. 

The suffix, “ly,” is used 
to create adverbs. 
Adverbs explain how 
actions are done. In 
this case, we are 
talking about winning 
unfairly. 



Let’s look at a few more examples: 
 

1. The word, “telephoned”: 
 

tele phone ed 

The prefix, “tele,” is 
like saying, “from a 
distance”.  

The root word, 
“phone,” is like saying, 
“call”.  
 
A long time ago, this 
root word came from 
the Greek language. In 
Greek, phone means 
“sound, voice”. 

The suffix, “ed,” is 
used to create verbs in 
the past tense. 
 
Notice how we actually 
had to drop the “e” at 
the end of the root 
word, “phone,” before 
we added “ed”. We will 
have another lesson 
on suffixes later. 



2. The word, “replaying”: 
 

re play ing 

The prefix, “re,” 
is used if 
something is 
changed back to 
what it was 
before, or if 
something is 
done again.  

Most of us think of the 
root word, “play,” as the 
opposite of the word, 
“work,” but it has many 
definitions. 
 
In the word, “replaying,” 
the word, “play” is an 
action, like if you were 
to play a video. 

The suffix, “ing,” is used to create two 
kinds of participles, used with verbs: 
 
1. PRESENT PARTICIPLE: 
 
She is replaying the video. 
 
2. PAST PARTICIPLE: 
 
She was replaying the video. 
 
The suffix, “ing,” can also make 
adjectives: 
 
Do not jump out of a moving vehicle. 



 

There are so many different prefixes and 
suffixes that it would be impossible for me to 
list them all.  
 
If you would like to know a little bit more, then 
I recommend this website: 
 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/spelling/prefixes-and-suffixes  
 

 
 

Lastly, if this video has inspired you to learn 
more about where words come from, then 
check out the Online Etymology Dictionary: 
 

http://www.etymonline.com/  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/spelling/prefixes-and-suffixes
http://www.etymonline.com/

