
 

In this first of three capitalization videos, we will look at 

different kinds of sentences, and I will explain when to use 

capital letters.  

 

NOTE:  In future videos, I will share more specific examples, 

involving dates and addresses, and proper nouns. 

 

However, before I get started with the sentences, let me briefly 

explain what capital letters are. 



When you think of the English alphabet, you can write out 

the letters in two different ways: 
 

1. uppercase (capital letters); or 

2. lowercase (small letters) 
 

 
 

 



   

The dog would like to go for a walk.  

It is nice outside.   

There are a lot of people walking on the path. 

   

Please take the dog for a walk.   

Take the dog outside, now!   

Get out of my way!   

 

Where is the dog?  

The dog is outside, right? 

Who wants to go for a walk with me? 

 

Help! I lost my dog! 

The dog just ate my homework! 

Terrible! I would never go outside in that weather! 

  

These are general statements that end 
in a period. Notice how the first letter 
of the first word is capitalized. 

These are different kinds of orders: 
1 A gentle, polite order 
2 A very assertive order 
3 An aggressive order 

These are different questions. Notice 
how the second question does not 
start with a question word, but it is 
still a question.  

These are statements with emotion. 
 



In the last video, we also discussed how to use quotation marks.  

 

This time, I would like to look at the examples again, but focus on 

capital letters instead. 

 

There were four examples: 

 

 

 
 

In example 1, there is dialogue. So, the sentence still starts with the first word 

having a capital.  

 

Then, a person speaks, and the first letter in the first word that the person says is 

also capitalized. 

 

 



 

 

In this second example, notice that there is a title of a story that is mentioned. 
 

 Titles are different than sentences  

 Titles give a name for something.  

 With titles, capital letters are used so that they stand out 

 So, people notice the title because of the capital letters. 

 
 

The most important rules to remember with titles are to: 

 

1. Capitalize the first word of the title 

2. Capitalize all proper nouns      

 

 

 

 

NOTE: At the end of this video, I will share a website that automatically capitalizes 
titles as you type them. You can also read about the specific rules. Capitalizing titles 
is tricky because not everyone follows the same rules. 

Source: 
http://www.dailywritingtips.com/rules-
for-capitalization-in-titles/  

http://www.dailywritingtips.com/rules-for-capitalization-in-titles/
http://www.dailywritingtips.com/rules-for-capitalization-in-titles/


 
 

In this third example, a slang word is used. To get the “feels” means that 

something makes you emotional. 
 

For example, the drama series might be really sad, and it might make you 

cry. A drama series is some kind of television show. The characters 

usually face some kind of challenge. 
 

Here is a list of a few drama series that you might know about:  
 

 Lost 

 The Twilight Zone 

 24 

 Arctic Air 

 Law and Order 

 Heartland 

 The Beachcombers 

 M*A*S*H 
 

NOTE:  These are just examples; they do not reflect my personal 

opinions about television shows. Different people like 

different shows for different reasons.  



 

 

In this fourth example, there were words that someone spoke to someone 

else, and those words are part of the sentence. This is different that the 

first example. In the first example, there is dialogue, but in this example, 

words that someone heard are part of what is being explained. 

 

Notice how the first letter in the first word is capitalized. This is the first 

rule that you need to remember about capitalization. 

 

  



PART 3: Capitalization and titles: A good resource 

 

If you are trying to write your own title, and you aren’t sure how to capitalize it, 

then I suggest checking out this site: http://titlecapitalization.com/#  

 

On this site, you can type in your title and then see how to capitalize it. You can 

also click to see the rules. 

 

Let’s type in a title as an example on the next page. 

 

REMEMBER:  You can type in any title that you like. As you type it in, it is 

automatically corrected. 

 

 There are even links to click on, if you aren’t sure what 

coordinating conjunctions or preposition are, for example. 

  
IMPORTANT: Titles are NOT the same as sentences. 
 

The rules for capitalizing titles are different than the rules for capitalizing sentences. 
 

In future videos, I will share more specific examples of sentences with capitalization. 
These sentences will have dates and addresses, and proper nouns in them. 

http://titlecapitalization.com/


 

 

 
 

 

Links that you can 
click on for more 
information. This 
site uses The 
Chicago Manual 
of Style, so I 
recommend using 
the third option. 


