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TODAY'S TOPIC: Assignment 20, paragraph writing 

1. Review the steps to write a paragraph

2. Go through more paragraph examples

So, let's start by going through another 
paragraph example, following all of the steps.
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Here are the steps for writing a paragraph:

2. Choose your specific topic (assignment 17).

3. Make sure you know why you are writing about your topic 
(assignment 18)

4. Make a quick list of what you are planning to say and in what order. 
*This is just your own little outline that you can use later.

5. Make sure that everything you want to say has something to do 
with your topic. Take out any details that don't make sense. 

*This is what you learned about in assignment 19.

6. Complete the paragraph organizer in your workbook. 
*We are going to go through a paragraph organizer now.

1. Brainstorm to think of ideas (assignment 17).

Notice that I have not included a topic sentence or concluding sentence 
for this step. These are just quick, point-form notes. This step is optional.
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6. Look back! Using the sub-topic you chose in question 3 of Assignment 19 (page 34), complete the following organizer 
for your paragraph.  Remember to include your topic sentence, detail sentences and concluding sentence.   (18 marks)

Topic Sentence:  _____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Supporting Sentence 1: ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Example, proof, evidence: ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Supporting Sentence 2: ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Example, proof, evidence: ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Supporting Sentence 3: ________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Example, proof, evidence: ______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Concluding Sentence: _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

� Remember to proofread your paragraph!  
� Here is a checklist to make sure you have covered everything.

� Is there a topic sentence?

� Is my purpose in writing clear?

� Are all sentences in the paragraph related to the topic sentence?

� Does my paragraph have at least 8 sentences?

� Have I ended my paragraph with a concluding sentence?

� Have I checked that all sentences are complete but not run-on?

� Have I used capital letters and appropriate punctuation ?

� Would my vocabulary and writing be interesting and appropriate for an adult reader?

Make sure you write 
full sentences for 
your topic sentence, 
supporting 
sentences, and your 
concluding sentence.
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Now write the final copy of your paragraph.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentence once, the concluding 
sentence twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.
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Remember to use the checklist in your workbook and make sure 
that you understand how your paragraph will be evaluated.

Let's discuss the paragraph evaluation:

Paragraph Evaluation Mark

Topic sentence 
full sentence, your topic needs to be clear

  /2

Content: at least three supporting details that clearly link to the topic, providing either 
specific information or an example(s) 
six sentences: detail 1 and example 1, detail 2 and example 2, detail 3 and example 3

  /6

Concluding sentence that links appropriately to the topic 
full sentence, your topic still needs to be clear

  /2

Correct grammar, spelling and punctuation 
Your mark will depend on how many errors you make.

  /4

Correct sentences 
full, clear sentences

  /2

Use of transitions 
need at least two

  /2

Total   /18
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For more examples and practice, we are going to go through four example 
paragraphs, and we will focus on how to do the following:

1. Identify the topic sentence and the concluding sentence.

2. Explain, in a full sentence, the writer's purpose for writing each paragraph.

3. Explain how the details in the middle support the main idea of each paragraph.

4. Find the transitional phrases, and replace them with different ones for practice.
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EXAMPLE 1: DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH

Skiing with my Brother

When I was younger, I really enjoyed skiing with my brother. It didn't matter that he 

was a much better skier than me. He helped me to improve, and that was what I 

needed. Often, we had to ski to get to the start of a hill because there were trails for 

different hills. My brother let me hold onto his ski poles while he pulled me along. 

So, I got to go down more hills, and I wasn't as tired. Without my brother's help, I 

don't think that I would have wanted to keep skiing all day. Therefore, skiing was 

much more fun with my brother around.

The purpose of this paragraph is ______________________________________________.

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

to describe what it was like to go skiing with my brother



Term 2A PLAR English notes after class

Assignment 20: Paragraph writing, more examples, purpose, ideas, and structure 8

Monday, March 6th, 2017

EXAMPLE 1: DESCRIPTIVE PARAGRAPH

Skiing with my Brother

As a child, I really enjoyed skiing with my brother. It didn't matter that he was a 

much better skier than me. He helped me to improve, and that was what I 

needed. Many times, we had to ski to get to the start of a hill because there were 

trails for different hills. My brother let me hold onto his ski poles while he pulled me 

along. As a result, I got to go down more hills, and I wasn't as tired. If it hadn't been 

for my brother, I don't think that I would have wanted to keep skiing all day. So, 

skiing was much more fun with my brother around.

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

**This one has new transitions.** This will be revealed in class.
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EXTRA NOTE

A good question was asked about how many words you should use when you write 
your paragraph.

For this assignment, you will have about a page to write your paragraph, so try not to 
use more words than what could easily fit onto one page. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE CONCISE?
We also talked about being concise, which just means that you try to use less words 
to explain what you want to say.

Of course, everyone has a different writing style. For example, some people use more 
adjectives or description when they write, and that is fine for this kind of assignment. 
Your writing style is part of what makes your writing unique. 

This first assignment is a chance to talk about something that you know or that you 
have experienced. Everyone who shares a topic with me will have a different way of 
explaining it, and that is a good thing.

So, don't worry too much about being concise for this assignment. Just keep your 
paragraph to one page. If you continue to study English in the future, then you will 
learn that for different kinds of assignments, you will need to be more concise. 



Term 2A PLAR English notes after class

Assignment 20: Paragraph writing, more examples, purpose, ideas, and structure 10

Monday, March 6th, 2017

EXAMPLE 2: PERSUASIVE PARAGRAPH

Christmas is the Best Holiday

In my opinion, Christmas is the best holiday. To begin with, you get the longest 

break. I really appreciate having two weeks of extra sleep. In addition, you get to 

spend time with more of your family. This is because more people are able to get 

together. Christmas might also be the only time when lots of snow doesn't bother 

you. You don't need to get to work, so you can play in the snow instead of clearing 

it. Therefore, I always look forward to Christmas more than any other holiday.

The purpose of this paragraph is _______________________________________________.

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

convince or persuade the reader that Christmas is the best 
holiday.
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EXAMPLE 2: PERSUASIVE PARAGRAPH

Christmas is the Best Holiday

To me, Christmas is the best holiday. First of all, you get the longest break. I really 

appreciate having two weeks of extra sleep. Also, you get to spend time with more 

of your family. This is because more people are able to get together. Christmas 

might also be the only time when lots of snow doesn't bother you. You don't need to 

get to work, so you can play in the snow instead of clearing it. In conclusion, I 

always look forward to Christmas more than any other holiday.

**This one has new transitions.**

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

This will be revealed in class.

-concluding sentence

good time to use a transition

(In conclusion,)
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ANOTHER IDEA Another persuasive paragraph idea:

Spending time with family is important 
for several reasons.

One of the reasons why I have shared so many examples with you is because I am 
hoping that you will think of other ideas after reading them.

For example, you might have read my paragraph about Christmas being the best 
holiday, and then you might decide that you have an opinion about something similar.

Maybe, you realize that you can think of several reasons why spending time with 
family is important. Well, you could write a paragraph about that. Just remember that 
you need a topic sentence, good details in the middle, and a concluding sentence.
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EXAMPLE 3: INFORMATIVE PARAGRAPH

My Favourite Card Game: Bauermelle

Bauermelle is a German card game that uses a different deck of cards, but it is similar to 

other card games that you might have played. First, you get out a special deck of cards 

and then choose who you want to be on your team. I always wanted to be on a team with 

my Opa and with my brother. Then, the cards are cut and dealt, and then you figure out 

which suit is going to be trump. So, if hearts is trump, then that is the suit that takes all 

of the other suits. Next, the cards are played, and the teams try to get as many points as 

possible. You want to give the other team as much "stuff" as possible, including: "goose 

eggs," "noses," "whips," and "ladders." For example, if your team takes all of the tricks, 

then you give the other team a "goose egg". In conclusion, Bauermelle might remind you 

of some other card games that you have played.

The purpose of this paragraph is ________________________________________________.

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

tell people about my favourite card game
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EXAMPLE 3: INFORMATIVE PARAGRAPH
My Favourite Card Game: Bauermelle

Bauermelle is a German card game that uses a different deck of cards, but it is similar to 

other card games that you might have played. At first, you get out a special deck of cards 

and then choose who you want to be on your team. I always wanted to be on a team with 

my Opa and with my brother. Next, the cards are cut and dealt, and then you figure out 

which suit is going to be trump. Therefore, if hearts is trump, then that is the suit that 

takes all of the other suits. So, the cards are played, and the teams try to get as many 

points as possible. You want to give the other team as much "stuff" as possible, 

including: "goose eggs," noses," whips," and ladders." For instance, if your team takes 

all of the tricks, then you give the other team a "goose egg". Thus, Bauermelle might 

remind you of some other card games that you have played.

**This one has new transitions.**

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

This will be revealed in class.
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EXTRA NOTE

After you read my examples, you might also think about different purposes for writing. 

When you change your purpose for writing, you change the paragraph a little bit.

Let me give you a few examples, based off of this last example: 

1. My purpose could be to tell you about the game, "Bauermelle," so that you will 
think about different kinds of card games. 

So, instead of just telling you about the game, I am also making you think of other 
games. 

- I might change the middle a little bit and mention some other 
games that are similar. 

- Maybe I mention some other card games that involve teams, 
rather than saying who I like having on my team.

- Remember that my goal would be to get you to think of 
similar card games, so mentioning a few could help.

2. Rather than just telling you about the game, "Bauermelle" my purpose might be to 
show you, using specific examples, how the game is similar to other games. 

- I would need to change the middle even more to do this.

- I might start with a sentence explaining the beginning of the 
game, and then right after that sentence, I could mention a different game 
and explain how it starts in a similar way.

- I could then do the same thing for the middle of the game and 
the end of the game.
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EXAMPLE 4: ENTERTAINING PARAGRAPH

Eating Peanuts on an Airplane

I will never forget this one experience that I had while eating a bag of peanuts on an airplane. 

Before there were peanut allergies and the need to purchase airplane food, passengers used to 

get free bags of peanuts that were somewhat difficult to open. Of course, I was determined to 

open my bag without any help, and I didn't want to rip it open with my teeth because then the 

peanuts would fall out while I was eating them. So, there I was, trying to pull the bag open from 

both sides, struggling to grip onto the slippery plastic. Well, my efforts were successful: the 

peanuts flew out of the bag, and several of them landed softly in the person’s hair in front of me. 

The passenger didn't notice, but my mother was travelling with me, and she saw the whole 

thing. It was extremely difficult for us to hold in our laughter for the remainder of the flight. 

Nowadays, every time that I eat something on an airplane, I am reminded of the “trouble” that I 

caused with that tiny bag of peanuts.  

The purpose of this paragraph is _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________.

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

to entertain the reader with a funny story about a time when
I tried eating peanuts on an airplane.

This is short anecdote, 
and short, amusing story.
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EXAMPLE 4: ENTERTAINING PARAGRAPH
Eating Peanuts on an Airplane

I will never forget this one experience that I had while eating a bag of peanuts on an airplane. 

Before there were peanut allergies and the need to purchase airplane food, passengers used to 

get free bags of peanuts that were somewhat difficult to open. So, I was determined to 

open my bag without any help, and I didn't want to rip it open with my teeth because then the 

peanuts would fall out while I was eating them. Thus, there I was, trying to pull the bag open 

from both sides, struggling to grip onto the slippery plastic. In the end, my efforts were 

successful: the peanuts flew out of the bag, and several of them landed softly in the person’s 

hair in front of me. The passenger didn't notice, but my mother was travelling with me, and she 

saw the whole thing. It was extremely difficult for us to hold in our laughter for the remainder of 

the flight. These days, every time that I eat something on an airplane, I am reminded of the 

“trouble” that I caused with that tiny bag of peanuts.  

**This one has new transitions.**

NOTE: I underlined the topic sentences once, the concluding 
sentences twice, and I circled the transitions. Remember to 
put a comma after a transition.

This will be revealed in class.
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EXTRA NOTE: ANECDOTE

One option that you have would be to share a short and specific story for your 
paragraph. My fourth example is actually something called an anecdote. An anecdote 
is a short, amusing story about something that really happened. It is a true story that 
is funny and short. An anecdote could also be a true, funny, and short story about a 
certain person. 

Maybe you have a certain memory of an event or a person from the past that is easy 
for you to describe. 

IMPORTANT: Make sure that you have a 
good topic sentence and a 
good concluding sentence. 

There are lots of examples in these notes.


