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REMINDER: When you do assignment 16, read the story in your 
textbook called, "Thanksgiving". Tonight's story is an example.

Reprinted with permission from Faces of Lake Superior, p. 79 – 82, 1991, published by Dixie Franklin.

YOUNG’S GENERAL STORE

A sign on Young’s General store in Wawa, Ontario, proclaims, “There is no other 
place like this, so this must be the place.” Inside, customers and visitors discover why.

Bill Young is perched on the top of an empty milk can like a mischievous 
leprechaun. He speaks softly, almost in a whisper, yet the gleam in his eye gave a hint 
of tales to be told. He insisted that business is different in the bush where “it takes more 
nerve than dollars to operate.” That is where he sometimes runs afoul of the law.

Unless the twenty-eight-foot-tall, two-ton statue of the Wawa wild goose that stands 
at the Welcome Centre down the highway has made tracks again, Young has kept his 
tricks in check for quite a while. However, he promised the goose will walk again.

Young’s General Store is a weather-worn collection of buildings that houses almost 
everything a person ever thought of buying. Tacked on walls, stacked in aisles, piled in 
and on showcases, are bear traps and boxing gloves, spices, cast-iron skillets, eggs in 
open flats, lanterns hanging from the ceiling, an old treadle sewing machine, 
snowshoes, hard candy, scrub boards, horse collars, cookies from a tin sold by the 
pound. He sells grain in open bags: barley, buckwheat, beans, peas. Reach in and help 
yourself. Or fork a sour pickle from the open barrel that stands at the front door.

“Customers get entertainment while they shop,” he says. “People tie it to the good 
old days and old pleasant memories.”

During Young’s youth, his grandfather operated a store east of Sault Ste. Marie. 
Young thought it might be fun to be a storekeeper, but he wanted a store with an old-
fashioned air. The animals came by accident.

Quotation marks mean that these are Bill Young's exact words.
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You might be interested in visiting the website for 
Young's General Store: http://www.youngsgeneralstore.com/

http://www.youngsgeneralstore.com/
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EXAMPLE QUESTION 1:

In 2-3 complete sentences, describe what Bill Young was like. Your answer should 
include at least three details, and it should be written in your own words. 

DO NOT copy words from the story.

SHORT STORY ELEMENT: CHARACTERS
The characters are the "who" or the "what" that takes action in the story.

In "Young's General Store," Bill Young is the primary character (protagonist) 
because he is who the story is mainly about. 

There are secondary characters, too:

- animals

- police

There is even a tertiary character:

- Bill's wife, Anita

These characters are involved in the story, and without 
them, there wouldn't be a story.

She is mentioned and has a scene in the story. She is part 
of the story, but not crucial like the secondary characters.

Bill had a business/store. He also had a goat and a 
donkey. Bill had a mischievous personality, and he 
tended to get in trouble with the police.
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SHORT STORY ELEMENT: SETTING

The setting is where and when the story takes place. When you answer a 
question about the setting, you can talk about just the place, just the time, 
or both the place and the time. We will talk about the place and the time 
of our example story.

PLACE: The story, "Young's General Store," takes place in Wawa, Ontario.
We are told a lot about the store and what it is like inside.

We learn about Wawa, too, but not as much. 

TIME: There are no specific statements about time in the story. We know that 
the story took place in the past, but there is nothing in the story that tells 
us exactly when. So, for the setting in this story, we can only answer by 
talking about the place. Research skills are not needed for any reading 
comprehension that is done in this course.

EXAMPLE QUESTION 2:
The setting is the time and/or place where the action occurs. Identify and give three 
details about the setting in this short story.  Your answer must include:

· A place OR a time
· Information about what happened

       Before he got his animals out of jail, Bill put an ad in 
the newspaper. At the store, people came to see all of 
animals. In court, Bill won and got to keep his donkey. 

Here is an extra example, explaining another time in the story besides 
what happened before Bill got the goat and donkey out of jail): 

One night, at 4 a.m., the store burned down. 
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SHORT STORY ELEMENT: CONFLICT
First, let's review what your textbook says about conflict:

The conflict in "Young's General Store" is very interesting. Let's discuss it, 
and then we will answer two example questions on the next page.

Conflict: This is what happens that causes trouble or difficulty. There are different 
types of conflict:

Man versus man: This is when two people disagree with each other. It doesn’t have to 
be two men; it could be any people.

Man versus self: This is also known as an inner conflict. An inner conflict 
happens when an individual struggles with something personally. It 
often has to do with how the individual thinks or feels about 
something. Maybe the person isn’t sure what to do or how to act. It 
is a conflict that one person faces alone. 

Man versus nature: This is when people are in conflict with their natural 
environment. For example, someone might be hunting for food, 
there might be a natural disaster, or maybe someone just 
doesn’t like being outdoors.

Man versus society: This is when people are in conflict with the society that they 
live in. For example, maybe they are trying to change 
something that they don’t like, such as a policy or law.

man versus man: Bill Young was arguing with a police officer at several different times. 

man versus self: The police weren't sure how to deal with Bill Young. The younger 
officers threatened to quit because they couldn't think of a way out of the situation.

man versus nature: There was a fire, and the store burned down.

man versus society: Most of the story focuses on how Bill Young pushed the limits of 
the law in order to succeed in his business. 
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EXAMPLE QUESTION 1:

In 1-2 complete sentences, explain a “man versus man” conflict that happened in the 
story. Your answer should name the characters involved and provide at least one 
detail about how they struggled. 

EXAMPLE QUESTION 2:

In 1-2 complete sentences, explain a "man versus society" conflict that happened in 
the story. Your answer should name the character involved and provide at least one 
detail about how that character struggled. 

SHORT STORY ELEMENT: CONFLICT continued
Now that we have discussed the conflict in the story, "Young's General Store," 
let's go through a few example questions. 

Bill argued with a police officer about having a goat at and a 
donkey at the place of business (where he worked).

Bill Young did not want to follow the rules, and he found 
ways of getting around the law. He went against the rules, 
against what was expected of him.
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SHORT STORY ELEMENT: PLOT
The plot is the action that happens from the beginning to the end. Some of 
you might have learned about a plot line: 

Remember that the plot is what keeps the story moving; characters have to do 
something. The plot is what the characters do. If you can understand the plot, 
then you can explain the important events in the order that they happened.

Exposition

Rising

Action

Climax

Falling

Action

Resolution

EXAMPLE QUESTION:

List what you think are the most important details in the story, in order, 
starting after the beginning of the story to the end of the story. 

1. Bill bought a goat and a donkey.

2. He was charged with keeping the animals illegally.

3. He bailed out his animals and placed an ad in the paper.

4. People came to see the store.

5. Bill got to keep the goat because of a legal loophole.

6. He went to trial and got to keep the donkey, too.

7. Bill got to keep the pickle barrels, even though the health
authority disagreed.

8. The store burned down.

9. Bill kept selling while he rebuilt his store.

10. Bill and the authorities sort of reached a resolution, and
they avoided further conflict.
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SHORT STORY ELEMENT: THEME

The theme is what the story is about. It is the overall idea that the story 
explains. You need to read the whole story before you can figure out what 
the theme is. Some examples of themes include: overcoming challenge, 
quest for power, quest for discovery, importance of family, nature as beauty, 
and coming of age. There are many more possibilities. 

Let's discuss the theme in our example story, "Young's General Store". 

NOTE: The theme in our example story is not the same as the theme in the 
story that you will read for assignment 16. However, this is okay 
because you do not have to answer any questions about theme. 

Later in this course, you will do a short story summary. If you can 
understand the theme, then it will be a lot easier to write a summary. 
The reason for this is because knowing the theme will make it easier to 
explain what the whole story is about. When you write summary, you 
will need to be able to do that, using just one sentence. I will be sharing 
a different example to help with that.

There are different ways that you could explain the theme of this story, and that is okay. 
It is possible for a story to have more than one theme.

However, the point of understanding the theme is so that you can quickly explain what 
the whole story was about.

This story was kind of about overcoming challenges, and it was also about a struggle 
for power. So, you could say that the story was about how Bill Young overcame legal 
challenges to be successful in business. Or, you could say that the story was about 
how Bill Young was victorious in a power struggle between himself and the authorities, 
as he succeeded in business. 
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